HISTORY  OF  THE  PLOW  AND  PKCNINtx-ixOOBL. 

As  the  first  decade  anniversary  of  the  Universal  Peace  Union 
approached,  which  happily  occurred  upon  the  opening  of  the  Inter- 
national Exposition  of  the  United  States  of  America,  during  Cen- 
tennial year,  and  singularly  too,  upon  the  anniversary  of  the 
Treaty  of  Washington  which  led  to  the  Geneva  Arbitration,  propo- 
sitions were  made  that  military  men  be  invited  to  surrender  their 
swords  lor  conversion  into  useful  implements.  Thomas  Atkinson, 
a  farmer  in  Indiana,  promptly  ottered  ten  dollars  for  the  first  sword 
so  presented.  The  first  response  came  from  Col.  A.  Greusel,  of  Iowa, 
who  had  carried  his  sword  through  the  Mexican  war,  and  in  the 
war  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  He,  like  almost  every  sol- 
dier, felt  attached  to  his  sword,  and  had  desired  to  transmit  it  to 
his  children  ;  nevertheless,  he  presented  it  to  the  president  of  the 
Universal  Peace  Union,  with  the  word  that  he  was  converted  to  the 
principles  of  Peace.  It  was  received  in  Carpenters'  Hall  Philadel- 
phia, where  the  first  Continental  Congress  had  met  about  one  hun- 
dred years  previously,  and  where  the  declaration  of  war  with  Great 
Britain  had  been  made.  The  time,  place,  and  circumstances,  were 
significant  and  opportune.  The  Universal  Peace  Union  presented 
a  Declaration  of  Peace,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  by  a  large 
audience.  Upon  the  reception  of  the  sword,  Thomas  Atkinson  of- 
fered five  dollars  for  the  first  pruning  hook  manufactured  from  it. 
Clayton  B  Rogers,  of  Philadelphia,  promptly  had  the  pruniug-hook 
made,  and  the  next  day  it  was  placed  upon  "the  platform.  At  this 
moment  Col.  David  B.  Franklin,  of  Pennsylvania,  came  forward 
and  said  he  had  carried  his  sword  during  the  Rebellion,  but  believ- 
ing in  the  principles  of  Peace,  he  would  present  it  to  the  Society. 
Other  swords  were  ottered,  and  among  them  one  was  accepted  from 
Edwin  H.  Coates,  who  had  received  it  from  thj  widow  of  an  otticer 
of  the  Union  army,  who  did  not  wish  to  see  it  longer,  as  her  hus- 
band had  lost  his  life  in  the  war.  From  these  swords  Clayton  B. 
Rogers  made  the  plow  and  the  pruuing-hooks.  Those  sent  to  the 
Paris  Exposition  were  handsomely  nickel-plated.  The  plow  repre- 
sents a  patent  of  1874  for  making  furrows  close  or  wide.  It  was  pho- 
tographed Ijy  Broadbent  &  Phillips,  and  when  Capt.  Badger,  of  the 
S'Coustitutiou, "heard  its  history,  he  said  it  should  go  to  Paris 
"  even  if  he  had  to  take  it  in  his  own  cabin."  As  no  space  had  been 
obtained  iu  the  Exposition  Building,  the  " Constitution "  sailed 
without  this  exhibit,  but  through  the  kindness  of  George  W.  Chiids 
and  the  U  S.  Commissioner-General,  Robert  H.  McCormick,  it  was 
taken  by  the  LJ.  S.  Ship  "  Portsmouth."  It  is  proposed  after  the 
Exposition  closes,  to  present  the  plow  and  pruning-hook  to  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  to  be  deposited  in  the  same  hall  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville 
where  the  immortal  Tribunal  of  Arbitration  met,  and  which  had 
ust  before  been  occupied  by  the  Society  for  the  Succor  of  the 
Wounded.  It  is  thought  here  would  tie  a  fitting  place  for  the  per- 
nanent  deposit  of  these  emblems  of  Peace,  and  that  there  might  be 
n  it  an  influence  for  righteousness  that  would  extend  throughout 
.he  world. 
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We  are  met  on  the  broad  pathway  of  good  faith  and,  good  will,  so  that  no  advantage  is  to  be  taken  on 

either  side,  but  all  to  be  openness,  brotherhood,  and  love." 
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